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The EXAMINER. 





From MouBay December ar, to Frtvap December 25, 1733. 








—— Procul ite, Profani. 


. » Tibullus. 


* * 





HE Seafon of the Year naturally leads me 
to an Examination of thofe many Enor- 
mities and Abominations, which have in- 
fefted the Church, during her late Troubles 

. and Diftreffes; and from which, at leaft 
from the Effects and fll Confequences of them, the is 
iot yet entirely dcleerat The Attempts that have heen 

, Religion in general, and up- 
on the Church of England in particular, carry with them 
(ych Marks of inveterate Hatred and induftuous Malice, 
hat nothing lefs than Root and Branch could be aim’d 
, Every individual part of the Edifice, whether it 
rie Foundation, Superftructure, or Ornament, hath 
I the Forces both of fecret Trea- 
hery and open Violence ; no Battery hath been unem- 
sloy'd, no Artifice omitted, and no Force Jett untry’d, 
hat could either fhake or demolifh the Building, or at 
ftyender it infecure and unhabirable. Jf the Afful- 
nts have fail’d of Succefs, his be the Glory and the 
yvaife, whofe Promifes are the Rock, upon which the 
s built; and where the immediate Powers of Hell could 
ot prevail, we have reafon to hope, the Confederares 
of Hell never will. A compleat View of our Dangers 
Ul endear the Deliverance to us; will awaken our 
igilance and Circumfpettion, and till a fufficient Re- 
pedy Can. Se omaiied againft many Evils which we 
pbour under, it will become us, as we are, Gi /fians,» 
o deprecate the Vengeance due to .them, and fecrerly, 
0 lament and bewail them. 
The Defigns form’d and contriv'd againft our com- 
on Chrijfianity, were brought to fuch a-Head, that we 
ai noW NO more queftion their Reality, than palliate 
rir Guilt. Nature, fallen and degenerate as the iss, 
hat us'd to be the only Oracle for deciding Queltions. 
bout the Rife and Original of Government, was kept 
lent, and not fuffer’d to {peak in the Caute of Reli-, 
ion. The general Agreement of rational Creatures ix 
Belief of a Supream Being hath been cavil’d at, 
anter'd, and deny'd.. Men have look’d for. 
t:beifm, as for hid Treafure ; have fearch'd the Jndics 
or a Rarity of that kind, and bely’d even the honeft 
Pathens, for the fake of augmenting the number of 
fidels, All the Arheiftical Books that had efcap'd the 
nds of Juftice, or Jay skulking in fome remote Cor= 
of the World, were carefully bought up, revisd, 
nflated, and publifhed in England, and "a often: 
ith Notes and Emendations for the ‘worfes We Catr 
our Mafters and Teachers in the Art-of /rrelizion ; 
n of Epa and Parts, with a Train of Followers 
hd Admirefs ; a vaft majority of Monflers, above 
at the reft of Europe can boaft of, now Effendi & 
ninus axé No more. All the Methods of Revelasion 
been publickly Libel’d and Ritlicul’d: The feveral 
ts of it, efpecially the Hi/orical, Baeiy by odious 
els from, the Legends of barbarous Nations, and 
old Pagan Theology. Divine Injpiration, Mracle:, 
ophecy, the Records of the Church, the Authority of 
Fithers, and all other Proofs of the Divine Autho- 
y of the Ai/y Scriptures, or Helps ncceffry to a right 
prehenfion of their Meaning, have been lefiend, 
duc'd, and yillify’d ; and all che baffigd Arguments of 
mitive Hereticks and Gainfayers reviv'd on this oc- 


on. Matbemuicks and Modira Philofyphy have been 
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adyanc’d, to confute fupernatural Faéts, and overthrow 
the Hijfory of Mofes. The number of Copies, uncertainty 
of Tranflabions, variety of Readings, multitude of Ob- 
jeStions to fufpetied Paffagcs, the feeming Inconfiftency 
between feveral Texts, and all the little Cavils, which 
either the Hereticks of Old, or modern Pigots to Tra 
dition, ever made ufe of, have been induftrioufly 
collected, in oppofition to the Written Ward; as if 
they had been never heard of, or refuted before. 
Faith ftands branded with the vile Name ot Enthufiafm, 
and the Dostrine of a Futwre State expos'd as Fabulous, 
on purpofe to deitroy the Notion of Rewards and Pu- 
nifhments, which is the Foundation of all Religion. 
A new Syftem of Chriffianity has been Impudeutly of- 


fer'd to us, upon the weakeft Gounds imaginable ; 


even at a Time, when all the fol d Reafons and Demon- 
ftrations of the Truth of the O/d One have been leffen’d 
and brought into Contempt, Thinking and Living by 
a Rule have been reprefented as the Contrivance of 
Selfith Priefts, and Lnvafions on che Liberties of Mar- 
Mankind. Blafpbemy and Profancnefs have not Lurk’d 
in Corners, bur made a Figure in the World : have 
Strarted upon a Sage, and been efpous’d as the f ithions 
able Marks of We, Breeding, and Gallantry. All Mhfe- 
ries in general have been exploded; and the Hicheft 
and moft Adorable in our Religion is now openly Af- 
faulted-arid Seruck at, under the Pretence of a clearer 
Explanation. Deifm has taken deep Root, and in a Soil 
where no fuch Weeds thould Flourith; and the Divi- 
nity of Lucretius, abftrased from his Poetry, is grown 
into a Fafhion, efpecially among thofe, who carry on 
‘that Principle fo far as Politicks, and are for making 
. . i o 

both the Supream Governor and tis Vicegerents the 
moft unagtive limited Powers in being. Latisudinari- 
anifm and Comprehenfion have been formerly dealt out to 
us, in Schemes and Syftems, for the Preferyation of 
Difcord and Irregularity. They, who could give Proofs 
of their being 0 Papi/ts, had a Plenary Indulgence to 
be any thing elfe, whatever they pleafed. Arrian(m 
hath been reviv'd with great Pomp and Solemniry, and 
is now grafted upon the Modern Socintanify, for the 
fake of Forming a Seé, by a good Body of Converts. 
They are at prefent hcaded by a Perfon of great Learn- 
ing and Sobriety, Grave, Precife, and affecting the Pri- 
mitive Manner, Carelefs of his Life and Fortunes, 
Studious of Novelties, Tenacious of his own Opinion, 
Ambitious of Reforming others, a Bigot to Singularity, 
and Coupling all the Cunning of the F:fzir with the 
Humiliry of the Mendicant, No Artifices are omitted 
to sender him a Match for the higheft Feclefiaftical Ju- 
rifdiSion, and to Skrecn him from Penance. He has I. 
Affemblies and Lectures in feveral Quarters of the Town; 
wherein the Creatn, Deluge, and Confirgration, are 
accounted for in dire&t Oppofition to the ALifaick and 
Chrijfian Scheme ; Supernatural Events are afcribed to 
Chance and the Rambles of the Comets; and the Old 
Te ftamen: is fet afide out of Zeal to Philofophy, as the 
New was corrupted by him, out of Zeal to Antiquity. I 
do nor prefume to charge all thefe Errors in Religion,and 
Artenipts againft ir, upon any other Perfons or Bodies 
of Men, but thofe who are more immeditely concern’d 
in them; and yet he muft be very Blind indeed, who 
does not {ce, chat there is a Party among us, who am, 
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Ieatt, fo far inclined to favour the Authors and Pro- 
agators of thefe Principles, that they never fail to 
S@ppofe every Attempt that is made towards Silencing 
nd Sup prefling them. 

I make no depbr, bute if the Rife of moft of thefe 
Enormities were carefully Trated, it would be found, 
that a particular Difhke to the Cosrch of England, per- 
hans on account of fome Part of her Ceremonies and 
Dijcipline, or a perfonal Pique to the Clergy, was the 
true Caufe of many, if not all of them; which is a 
good Reafon why. we ought to oppofe the firft Begin- 
nings of Malice and Difcord, before they grow to an 
incurable Head, and become too {trong for the Difci- 

line of our Indulgerft Mother to cope withal. The 
Def n againft our Church was indeed well-laid, and 
vait Numbers were lifted in the Service. 1 do not think 
there is any one Effential, or even Ceremony, belong- 
iag to Her, which has not been openly attack'd, and 
render'd odious to the People. The Mifcarriage of this 
— is almoft a Brook of Her near Relation to the 

ity. 
The Effablifhment of the Church was oppofed with 

Vigour. Sometimes it was faid, that this E/tablifhment 
was too ftrong, and made her a mere Creature of the 
Sate; whereby all Divine Rights were taken away ; at 
other Times, that this Fjfabl/hment was too weak, anJ 
that Schifmaricks and Hereticks were Comprehended un- 
der it. Occaftonal Confirmity was made Ecaivslent to 
conftant Communion, and a juft Refentment of bare- 
Ficed Hypecrify, called Want of Charity. Schifm ceas'd 
to be a Sin, becaufe not punifh din this Life; and Aca- 
demizs were ereGed, for Entailing and Propagating an 
Evil, the Law only intended to Toierate. In toad, 
the Diffenting Teaclxrs were put upon the Effab!ifhment, 
Encouraged and Supported at the Expence of the Go- 
vernment, tho’ many of them appear fince to be Non- 
jurors. In England, it wasa Mark of Difaffection for 
the State to oppofe Schijm ; whilft they, who Harbour’d 
and Encourag’d it; had more Favour fhewn them, than 
the moft Dutiful Sons of the Charch. Liberty to Cla- 
mour and to be Faétious, was called Liberty of Conjcience, 
and held Sacred here, whilft the bare Attempt of pro- 
curing a more limited Indulgence for Epifcopacy in Scot- 
land, was branded with the Name of Popery. 

The Orders of our Church were every Day Reviled 
afd Infulted. The Abolifhing of Epifcopacy, by Mutiny 
and Rabbling, met with Countenance from feveral great 
Names, and was afterwards fubmitted to, as a Cafe of 
fital Neceflity. Endeavours have been ufed to level the 
Mautre with Presbytery in all its Righ:s, whilft in the Ex- 
ercife of its ni ceapeye it proved, in many Places, an 
intolerable Burden to the Inferior Ciergy. Some would 
have made Ordination little better than a Temporal Com- 
miffiin; and others labour’d to fubmit all Of in the 
Church to the Dernicr Refort of Popular Elettion:. 

Synods and Gonvocations had almoft loft their Name 
and Being by Difufe ; fo that the Laity in a little time 
might have Jook’d on them as Novelties and Ufurpa- 
tions. When they did meet, thofe very Men, who 
at other Times would have parted with any Ceremonies 
to Schifmacicks, were now as Tenacious of Trifles, for 
the fake of Oppofing the Charch. When the Supre- 
macy wasin their Power, they play‘d it againft the Di- 
Vine Right ; and when they had loft that Power, they 

Jay the Divine Rizbt they difownd, againft both 

burch and Supremacy. 

‘ The Dijtipline of the Charch hath been fcandaloufly 
leffern’'d and mifteprefented. Becaufe it was once abus'‘d 
by Pupi/?s, therefore Prote/fants were fet on to abolith 
it; and to prevent the Eccleftafical Courts from Com- 
muting for Pesaale, Sucieties of Mechanicks were ereét- 
ed, to make a Trade of Reformation. Every attempt 
in the Church to retover the due Exercife of thofe 
Rizhts, which are neceffiry to her very Being as a So- 





ciety, and which evap Clubs and voluntary Affem!’,.. 
enjoy, was look’d on as the effect of Spiritual Pride and 
Ambition, and a Tendency towards introducing the 
Tyranny of the Charch of Rome. ws 

It has been a Cuftom amorig too” many, to revile the 
Perfons of the Clerey, affront their Order, and eXDok 
thes by Ridicule and Buffoonery, without Difiip. 

ion. 

The decent and orderly Ceremonies of our Chi 
have been undervalu'd, as Things indifferent, oye 
fince their being enjoin’d by Authority. Odious Cua 
parifons have becn made between them, and the (Cy. 
{toms of Idolatrous Churches. The difufes of’ many hath 
been encourag’d, and the reft threatned to be deliver 
up as — to Schifmaticks and Diffenters. 

The C+nons, Creeds, and Liturgy, have been repre. 
fented to the People, as Popifb Ynventions: Their Ay. 
thority vigoroufly ofpupd' : The Hiffory of their Ip. 
troduction vilely corrupted with a thoufand Falthoods. p 
and many Expreffions contain’d gn them, cenfir'd by 
the moft malicious Cavils and groundlefs Objections, 

The Articles and Homilies have been publickly charg’ 
with Forgery and Corruption. Adhering to them wa [i Rj 
made Criminal, and all the little Jefuitical Sophifiy be 
hath been us'd, to prove the Clerzy abfolv’d from ther I fof 
Subfcriptions, at leaft to take off from their full Fore 
and Validity. 

The Tio Bleffcd Sacraments have been moft aboni. tha 
nably Corrupted and Profan’d. That of Baptifm, by 





































an Attempt to throw it into Lay-hands ; and The oti Bm 
by making it a Premium for Schifm and Hipocrify ; by ~ 


the advancing of a Sacrilegious Notion, That it sf Rj 
no more than a Health, and the Impious Mockery of Mc 


its Infticution, by a Caftom, which the prefent Lor , 
Bithop of Cork has fo well examin’d, in his late Excel be 
lent Difcourfe againft Drinking to the Memory of ie BR Fun, 


Dead. and 

The a 4 and Fi/tivals of the Church, whofe Inftitu IM had 
tion'and Ufes have been fo throughly vindicated anj 
recommended to us by the worthy and learned Mr. Mi- 
Jon, have been Burlefqu’d by a new Invention of Mit 
Holidays, ordain’d and appointed for Riot and Mutiny, 
Upon one Day, the Rembrance of Queen Elizabeth i 
made the Watch-word to Rebellion; and upon another 
we are taught to rejoice at the Misfortunes of a Crown! 
Head, which fhould be hid in Oblivion. 

All thefe Grievances, fupported by Faéts, and mat 
the Subjects of many Volumes, Shock me in the Rec 
tal of them. I could almoft with we had been Perf 
cuted rather than Corrupted. It is better to have hal 
many Martyrs, than fuch Numbers of po/Pates and 
Enemies to Religion. 
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